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Dear Mr. President:

In advance of your upcoming trip to Brazil, I want to take a moment to highlight the ongoing
efforts of the Boeing Company to compete to supply F/A-18 Super Hornets to Brazil for its next
generation combat aircraft. It is my hope that in the course of your visit with Brazil’s President,
Her Excellency Dilma Vana Rousseff, you will emphasize to her the U.S. Government’s strong
support for Boeing’s bid to bring the Super Hornet to Brazil.

As you know, Boeing’s selection as the supplier of Brazil’s next generation of combat aircraft —
the F-X2 — would benefit both the United States and Brazil. Our two countries have a history as
strong partners on issues related to defense, as evidenced by our 2010 bilateral military
cooperation agreement, and [ am confident that a win for the Super Hornet will advance that
partnership even further.

Having performed extraordinarily for our warfighters in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Super Hornet
is one of the most versatile, combat-tested aircraft in the world and can immediately meet the
Brazilian military’s needs for the F-X2. Most importantly, the contract would support vital
American jobs and small-business suppliers, strengthen our national defense industrial base and
open yet another important market to American exports. I know that the dedicated men and
women who work the F/A-18 line in St. Louis and dozens of Missouri suppliers are particularly
eager to see this new partnership take hold with Brazil — it is essential to the nation’s long-term
economy and security that we retain these highly-skilled, top-quality workers right here in
America.

In your 2010 State of the Union address, you challenged our country to double the amount of
goods it exports by the year 2015. Like you, I believe that selling American products overseas
remains a vital part of our economic recovery — an economic recovery that will benefit greatly
from a deeper American-Brazilian partnership. By supporting Boeing’s bid to supply Super
Hornets to Brazil, you can take yet another important step toward economic growth here at home
while providing Brazil the tools it needs to defend its shores with highly capable technology.
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As a member of the United States Senate, I would like to reiterate my support for this potential
sale and stand behind your Administration’s offer to provide key technologies to Brazil,
consistent with close allies. Mr. President, I thank you for your fullest consideration of this
request and wish you every success for a fruitful trip to Brazil.

Sincerely,
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Claire McCaskill
United States Senator



